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31 of them with ''conspiracy to deprive the King of the sover-
eignty of India," and lodged them in Meerut jail, where they
were kept for nearly four years as under-trial prisoners: a
judicial scandal which, even in India, one would have thought
impossible under English law. They were tried by a specially
appointed Sessions Judge in this small up-country town, where
trial by jury does not obtain, and were removed there from
Calcutta, Lahore, Poona, Lucknow, and Allahabad respectively.
In addition to being denied trial by jury, they wore refused
bail; the trial itself lasted until August 1932, but the passing
of sentence was further delayed until January 16, 1933* The
prosecution endeavoured to prove (at an expense of sixteen
lakhs of rupees!) that the accused had attempted with the assis-
tance and financial support of the Communist Internationale
to set up a political regime on the Russian model; and after four
years (in the course of which one of the accused had died) three
Indians were acquitted and the balance of 27 prisoners con-
demned to various terms, ranging from transportation for life
to rigorous imprisonment for three years.

But this striking down of the tallest poppies of the Com-
munist Movement had by no means scotched it. For, eight
months after the arrest of the 31 leaders, when the Trade Union
Congress met at Nagpur (November 1929) under the presidency
of Mr. Jawahar Lai Nehru, the Communists were found to be
in a large majority and, as a consequence, the affiliation effected
at Cawnpore was rescinded and a resolution carried, aiming at
Indian Independence and the establishment of a Socialist
Republican Government after the Moscow pattern.1 Shouts
of "Remember your comrades in Meerut jail I" and "Long Live
the Revolution!" rent the air and this time it was Mr. N. M*
Joshi with a small remnant of non-Communist trade-unionists,
who walked out of the hall.

1 See R. R. Bakhale, "The Nagpur Split and After," in Servant of
India of December 12, 1929.